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IS MAY 30TH, so please do not delay!
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Should an election be necessary due to multiple nominees, you
will be notified at a later date with more info.
Hello fellow Post 186 Legionnaires,
I hope everyone is doing well and staying safe! The corona
virus pandemic has seen us have to change things like we have
never seen before. This has also affected the way we now
have to do business at the American Legion. For the first time
in 101 years of existence, this is the first time in history we
have had to cancel the Department convention and the
National convention. Both National and Department have
voted to keep their current Officers in place for another year.
The stay at home order and shutting down of our Posts has
also affected our nomination and election process at the Post
level. At our recent Board meeting, some, but not all of the
Officers said they would stay on. However, in fairness to all
our members to have a voice in the process, this portion of the
newsletter is dedicated to each of you being able to nominate
yourself, or someone else to be an Officer for the upcoming
2020-2021 year.
The following positions are open for nomination:
Commander, 1st Vice Commander (membership), 2nd Vice
Commander (entertainment), Chaplain, Finance Officer, Sgtat-Arms, Historian, seven (7) E-Board members, and House
Committee. If you are interested in running for one of these
positions, or would like to nominate someone else, please send
an email to the Post, or call Bruce Carl at 352-942-7948 or
Eric (Sox) Hunter at 352-650-1547. If nominating someone
else for a position, please include their phone# or Email, so
they can be contacted to accept the nomination.

Thank you for your continued membership and stay
safe! Hopefully, we will be able to reopen soon!

Bruce Carl
15th District Commander
SECOND VICE COMMANDER
Gary Newell
To begin my column this month I would like to say that Joy
and I hope that you all are doing well during this terrible virus
epidemic, you are all in our thoughts and prayers. If anything
that I have taken from all this it is that I believe that being a
member of the American Legion and Post 186 is more than
just being a member of a fraternal organization, it is so much
more then that, it is being part of a family, it is having a place
to go to and being amongst friends, it is sharing, our good
times and bad. The building is more than just 4 walls, it is the
heart of a community of people, from all walks of life and
different places, we come together to share our lives and our
stories it has a heart that brings us together. We have all
witnessed what our lives would be like without a Post to go to,
as much as we may think we could live without it, we all
know now just how much it is a part of our lives. No Post can
survive without members, active members, willing to help
keep it alive and prosperous, to keep it active and always
moving forward.
When our doors re-open I hope to see every member who is
able asking, “What can I do to help out, I really missed being
here.”

I hope the good Lord watches over you all until we can all be
together again.

COMMANDER
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Juan Villarreal

For God and Country.
Gary Newell
Steve Tyler
ALR DIRECTOR
potwarp@hotmail.com
Well folks, this may break a record for short newsletter
articles for yours truly.
We are certainly in interesting times. As we are all in “time
out” I imagine we are getting lots of “honey do” lists whittled
down. I know I certainly am!
With the post shut down until April 30th, and maybe even
longer, the Riders will have to forego any special events for
now. I had mentioned bringing back the Lotto Board
fundraiser on April 1st, but obviously, that did not happen.
Also, our Donnie Holmes Steak dinner scheduled for May 16 th
will fall victim to the pandemic. Even if we reopen the post
after April 30th, there is just no way that we can possibly pull
off the dinner and sell sufficient tickets in two weeks. I’m
truly sorry that we have to cancel. As of now I am thinking
that we may reschedule for some time in the fall, when things
are hopefully back to normal and our snowbirds will be back.
On the plus side, the post looks great. The staff have done an
awesome job deep cleaning and the floors really sparkle and
shine. Frank and Sox are keeping the bills paid and our
membership is at an all-time high. I can’t wait until we can
SAFELY reopen, and I hope we have a blowout party to
celebrate that day.

For the immediate future our meetings have been
cancelled. I will notify everyone when the situation
changes.
For God and Country,
Juan Villarreal

POST CHAPLAIN
Donald St. Pierre
v4447@aol.com
It is my sad duty to report the passing of members of our
Legion Family. Robert Henry Poulin, Post 186 Chaplain,
Patrick “Joe” Boylan, Craig Gallagher, Donald Jernstrom and
Michael Romac.
May they Rest in Peace.
For God and Country,
Don St. Pierre

SERVICE OFFICER: Richard G. Juneau

That’s it for this on-line/digital edition of the newsletter. As
always, please watch out for motorcycles as you travel the
roads of our beautiful Adventure Coast (only for necessary
activities of course!).
For God and Country,
Steve Tyler
Riders Director

Rich will not be holding interviews. If you are in need of
help, Do Not call the Post, please send him an e-mail.

This Newsletter will be going out electronically via E-Mail, but
we do not have an address for everyone. Pass it along to friends.
You can keep our members informed by posting to their sites on FB.

Boy’s and Girl’s State activities have been
cancelled for 2020.

Please watch the Web Site or FB
for updates to Post 186 activities

Annette Snyder
Auxiliary President
716-474-7425
anita_m3@hotmail.com

I’m praying for your safety and the world’s return to normalcy
and good health.

In the spirit of service, not self,
Annette E. Snyder, President
American Legion Unit 186

D

ear Friends:

Beautiful activities are going on all around us. To name a
few, members of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 186 are
assisting our Department of Florida in making masks for All
Children’s Hospital. Some are making masks for other needy
organizations or even their loved ones and neighbors. This
task is not easy but very rewarding. Our members are keeping
tabs on those who are alone and/or needing assistance or are
just making phone calls to let them know they are in our
thoughts.
I want to publicly thank our Program Chairs and Officers for
submitting their reports so diligently. You are the best team
any President could have.
Eileen Wilson, ALA Unit 186 Membership Chair, announced
that both our Unit and District reached 100% Membership! If
you haven’t submitted your annual Membership renewal, it’s
not too late.
Our Auxiliary has been instructed by our District and
Department to conduct an Election of Officers for 2020 –
2021 in a safe and all-inclusive manner. Therefore, we are
announcing that you will be receiving via e-mail or USPS
information regarding our upcoming Election. The letter you
will receive will include the following:

Gaye Hieb
Auxiliary Chaplain

here‘s been an outbreak of compassion in
many parts of the world and the usual
antibodies of hatred and division, separateness
and better - than-ness“ have proven ineffective to stop
it! Wonder how many media outlets would stay with
that headline? Science has concluded compassion is
somehow hardwired in humans. Perhaps that is why
every major religious tradition have a Version of the
Golden Rule.

T

If you’re overwhelmed by the amount of sadness, loss,
that you are exposed to, come and rest -in prayer, -in
compassion - in love. Call or text your friends or
neighbors. Stay connected! Create a scared space for
yourself. This is the gift we’ve been given in this time
of need and compassion, learning to
Caring for one another!!
‘Til we meet again. I lift you in love and light!
Blessings,
Gaye Hieb

Election Day – May 27, 2020, 6 – 8 p.m.; American Legion
Post 186 Pavilion. Deadline for Unit receipt of Absentee
Ballots – May 27, 2020, 5 p.m. (Absentee Ballots received
later than 5 p.m. will not be accepted)
Election Results – May 28, 2020, 3 p.m., at American Legion
Post 186 Pavilion
If you wish to vote via Absentee Ballot, you must place a
phone call to either Eileen Wilson, Membership Chair (352)
650-6224 (e-mail: EBWilson@tampabay.rr.com) or Lynda
Anderson, Unit Secretary (352) 596-4436 (e-mail:
lynda6260@aol.com) to request an Absentee Ballot.
Please contact either Lynda Anderson or Eileen Wilson by
May 11, 2020, if you did not receive a letter OR you wish
to receive an absentee ballot. Remember, Absentee Ballots
must be received by the Auxiliary via the mail (USPS) by 5
p.m. on May 27, 2020.
If you have any questions, please contact Lynda Anderson
or Eileen Wilson.

Our Booth at 2020 Swampfest
Photo by Eileen Wilson
Our booth was a family effort with 3 Legionnaires, 1 SAL, 2 ALR, 7
Auxiliary members and 2 non-members helping to man the booth. This effort
provided a way to introduce the post, its programs and how we help veterans
to the community. We gained several new members to the legion family and
lots of interest in our dinners and other activities.

March 5, 2020 – Ron Ford, Treasurer-Lynn DuFrane; Glen Lakes Veterans, Eric Hunter;
Commander, Frank Babicz; Finance Officer, John C. Motzer;Public Relations Chairman

Photos by Steve Tyler

In April, our parking lot received a face lift, utilizing our grant from Glen Lakes. The grant was obtained with the help of our Public
Relations Chairman. The post paid for the balance of the construction project.

Pictured, at left, are two of the Auxiliary
members who made masks to distribute to
All Childrens Hospital. Carolyn Anderson
and Lois Maiolo. Working along with
them were Annette Snyder & Carol
Costly. Patti Motzer was the runner
picking up supplies and delivering the
masks.

Photos by Russ Anderson and Patti Motzer

Past Commander’s Dinner
March 14, 2020

Anna Pelligrini, Lynda Anderson, Eric “SOX” Hunter, Don Malin, Fred Wilson, Rick Loring, Bruce Carl
Doris Webster, Frank Babicz, Fran Finley

ENTERTAINMENT
Please Consult your calendars for a listing of all Post
events. Some of these activities may be on hold. Our
Lounge Games support our Post Activities. Please join us
when we reopen.

Irish Wake Basket Winner ! Noel Jenkinson

As of May 1, 2020, the following are proud members of the American Legion Post 186 Booster Club. You, too, can be a
member. Just $10.00 per year and your name will be published on our Bulletin Board and in our Post Newsletter. This
donation will help the ever-rising cost of printing and mailing. Your generosity is appreciated. The Memorial Section of
the Booster Club is supported by the generosity of our members. Thank you.
2060
Carlton & Beth Ann Terrell

2020
Bob Burch
Bob & Linda Conte
Raymond Frattini
Doris Webster
William Hartill
Paul Andrews
Barbara G. Smith

2044
Frank & Sharon Sevick
2032
Anna Pellegrini

ANONYMOUS (3)
Mary Cracciolo
Anita Lanigan

2030
Lloyd Sellers

Nelson Zuppa

2029
Joseph & Donna Greenwald
SONS Squadron 186

In Memory of Past Members
Olisse Pellegrini
Dorothy Henderson
PFC Cody Grater
Bern Cottington
Joe Sabol
Linda Harper
Donnie Holmes
Betty Jefferies
Paul Webster
Nanette Keller
Marie Meglic
Charlie Fox
George “Fitz” Hudock
Russell L. LaBaron Jr.
Leon Girard
Luis Hernandez
Frank J. Smith
Philip Cecere
Denny Stewart
William Mackubian
John Higgins
Richard Irish
Ed Kolbasiuk
Paul Howard
Fran Swartz
Bob Alywin
Jack Lyons
William Holobinka

2028
Joseph Federico
2027
George Coon
2025
Glen and Beatrice Ohanesian
WACS Softball Team Post 186

Robert Conte
Robert England
Ann and Nicholas Morano
2024
Lloyd Gross
Vincent Giglliotti
American Legion Riders
Marion & Frank Hauck
Don and Joan Jernstrom
Gary & Joy Newell

Larry Dabb by Forest Glen Social Club
2023
Frank J. Smith
Jim & Eleanor Krakowiak
John Kellar
James Lackey

2022
Gloria Murray
Steve Small
R. Larry Taddei
Joe & Marge Ruggiero
John Backer
2021
Jimmy Schultz
Post 186 Honor Guard
Ruth Oppert
Diana Austed
Don St. Pierre
Larrie Douglas

Dr. Edward Perreault
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